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 Kim Goins, guidance 

counselor at Winton Woods 

High School, was chosen 

this year as a recipient of 

the Greater Cincinnati 

School Counselor 

Recognition Awards, which 

are sponsored by Career 

Quest—a division of 

IKRON’s youth services—

and the counseling offices 

of Cincinnati State, 

Northern Kentucky 

University, University of 

Cincinnati and Xavier 

University. Goins is known 

to her colleagues, students and their families as a counselor who cares.  

“Kim has been in our school community for over 30 years and is well known to many of 

our student families,” said Christina Jeranek, another Winton Woods High School 

counselor. As a teacher, Goins taught many of the parents, and now, as a counselor, she 

works with many of their children. “In many ways, Kim is a second mother to our 

students,” said Jeranek.  

Winton Woods Middle School Counselor Kim Sterwerf, who worked with Goins when 

both were counselors at the middle school, said “Kim is the epitome of an ideal 



counselor. The walls could have been falling down around her, and she would still be 

intensely involved in helping a student in some way, whether helping with academics or 

listening to a student in emotional distress.”  

In addition to her one-on-one work with students, Goins—who is a strong believer in 

vocational education—organizes the annual sophomore trip to the joint vocational 

schools in the area. She works with the University of Cincinnati to set up a health 

professions club for students at the high school and has been involved in the Hugh 

O’Brian Youth (HOBY) leadership and scholarship programs. Goins also teams with 

school administrators and outside community resources to make sure families in need 

have a meal and clothing during the holiday season.   

John Beischel, also a counselor at Winton Woods High School, called Goins his “hero.” 

Beischel first met Goins when he was a school counselor for her children, and he’s now 

proud to be her colleague. “I quickly learned that the passion and concern Kim showed 

for her children was the same for all children,” he said. “I always want to have her 

passion for our profession. I want to be sure that my passion never wanes, and I hope that 

every child, parent or teacher speaks about me with the reverence that they do for Kim.”  

Beischel, who nominated Goins for the Career Quest recognition, said the award is highly 

valued in the counseling community, and Goins is highly-deserving. “Kim is someone 

who comes to work every day with a positive attitude, with a smile and with a desire to 

do what is best for each and every student she meets.”  

PHOTO CAPTION: Shown at the Career Quest School Counselor Recognition ceremony 

at Winton Woods High School are (l-r) Vince Rahnfeld, Madeira High School counselor; 

Tanya Ficklin, Walnut Hills High School counselor; honoree Kim Goins, Winton Woods 

High School counselor; Eric Martin, Winton Woods High School principal; John 

Beischel, Winton Woods High School counselor; and Melissa Harmeling, IKRON 

representative. Photo by Corina Denny.  



 Winton Woods High School senior Je’Leah Brown 

was honored at the February board of education 

meeting with the Kiwanis Character is Key Award for 

Citizenship “because she is a strong young woman 

who has displayed leadership ability and a willingness 

to give back to her school and community,” said her 

guidance counselor John Beischel. “Je’Leah is one of 

our senior cheerleaders, and she is constantly striving 

to involve others and to build school spirit. I marvel at 

her enthusiasm, especially knowing some of the 

obstacles that she has overcome in her life. She has 

displayed grit, strength and rare maturity as she has 

overcome what life has thrown at her and refused to 

let the obstacles keep her from achieving her goals.” 

Beischel said Brown was an excellent example for 

younger students as she “takes care of business in the 

classroom and willingly gives back to her school and 

community.” 

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods High School senior Je’Leah Brown is shown with 

Board President Jessica Miranda. 

 

 Two students from China and an 

exchange student from Germany 

were welcomed to the district by 

members of the board of education 

at their February meeting. 

Attending Winton Woods High 

School are (l-r) Chen (Thea) 

Zhuang, Xuequi (Evelyn) Ma and 

Celine Mertens.  

 

 

 

 



 Researchers from the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) 

visited Project Lead the Way teacher Myrtis Smith and the students in her Principles in 

Engineering class at Winton 

Woods High School on Friday, 

February 24. The researchers 

brought an ambulance they were 

using in a project to help ensure 

the safety of EMT workers. 

Students were able to tour the 

ambulance to see the changes that 

were incorporated, including 

updated ventilation and using 

ultraviolet (UV) light to kill germs. 

PHOTO CAPTION: NIOSH 

workers (l-r) Dylan Neu, Trudi 

McCleery and Deborah Hirst are 

shown with Winton Woods High 

School’s Project Lead the Way class members Amari Manning, Jaeydah Edwards, Dylan 

Nieto, Emmanuel Augustine, Junior Ortiz, Jerry Taylor, Aliyah Yisreal, Jon Smotherman, 

Will Simpson, Michael Addai and Marisa Harlan.  

 

 Ke’Ron Patton is 

described by his guidance 

counselor Kim Goins as a 

“willing worker,” “a 

natural born leader” and a 

“driven student.” Patton, a 

sophomore in the 

Academy of Global 

Studies @ Winton Woods 

High School, was honored 

at the district’s February 

board of education 

meeting as the Kiwanis-

Gold Star Student of the 

Month.   

“Ke’Ron is a good scholar with great character,” said Goins. “When given a task he 

follows that task through to the end.’ When Goins recently asked Patton to serve as a 

buddy to a new student who had only been in the country for 45 days, Patton took the job 

one step further. “His job was to leave his classes about three minutes early, go to the 

new student’s classes and make sure he and the new student were at the next assigned 



class on time,” said Goins. “Please understand that neither shared any of the same 

classes.” Instead of the one day he had been asked to give, Patton wanted to make sure 

the new student was comfortable, so he continued his touring guide position for three 

days. 

Patton’s extra-curricular activities include being a member of Student Council and 

playing on the high school’s newly-formed lacrosse team. When he’s not at school, 

Patton is an avid video game player, but only after his work is done. “Ke’Ron deserves 

this recognition due to his kindness, his willingness to put forth great effort and for just 

being a pleasant and driven student,” said Goins. 

PHOTO CAPTION: Shown at the February board of education meeting are (l-r) LaDonis 

Patton (Ke’Ron’s father), Kiwanis-Gold Star Student of the Month Ke’Ron Patton, 

Winton Woods Board President Jessica Miranda, Greenhills-Forest Park Kiwanis Club 

Co-President Dr. Ben Floyd and Winton Woods High School Guidance Counselor Kim 

Goins.  

 

 Donald Schutte is proud 

of the months of hard 

work that his MathCounts 

team—Gregory Burns, 

Alex Ingram, Nico 

Prentosito, and Malik 

Thomas—put in as they 

prepared for this year’s 

MathCounts Regional 

Competition on February 

25 at the University of 

Cincinnati. “This team 

was all about the business 

of solving math problems,” said Schutte. “They have been meeting every week after 

school to practice high level math problems and play games that enhance their problem-

solving skills.”  

The MathCounts Competition included almost 50 teams and 400 students from grades 6-

8. “Everyone there was competing in the hopes of making it through to the state 

competition, and eventually the national competition in Orlando, Florida,” said Schutte.  

Eight grader Nico Prentosito was taking part in the competition for his third straight year 

and received a trophy for being the top scorer for the team. He also placed in the top 20% 

of all competitors participating. 



The MathCounts Competition Series, created in 1983, is a national program that provides 

the opportunity for students to compete in live, in-person contests against and alongside 

their peers.   

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods City Schools’ MathCounts team members are (l-r) 

sixth grader Gregory Burns, eighth grader Malik Thomas, Coach Donald Schutte, and 

eighth graders Nico Prentosito, and Alex Ingram. Photo by Tina Prentosito.   

 

 Twenty-two students from 

Winton Woods Primary South 

in Springfield Township were 

honored in February through 

the school's Character Counts 

program for displaying the 

character trait of citizenship. 

They were: Kofi Premoh, 

Kendall Donnell, Sharon 

Lei,     Trevon Mosley, Azaria 

Johnson, Eli Buchanan, 

Marian Davis, Amar Fambro, 

Aireez Donaldson, Jacqueline 

Reyes-Nava, Jonah 

McCollum, Kamron Barnett, 

Khayden Waver, Yamiyah 

Ward, Roberta Cheatham, Souadou Seck, Brooklyn Ice, Brianna Santos, Elpegio 

Gbeblewou, Brian Key, JoJo Pao, and Gianella Ugarte.  

The students were chosen by their teachers and received a certificate and a pencil.   

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Primary South students honored for showing 

citizenship are pictured with Principal Danielle Wallace. Photo by Cindy Boehm.  

 

 

 



 Twenty-two students from 

Winton Woods Primary South 

were honored as “bucket fillers” 

in February for their caring and 

kind actions. The students 

received a t-shirt and can be out 

of uniform on March 8.     

Chosen by their teachers for 

February were: Azaria Johnson, 

Jordynn Jenrett, Taylor 

Williams, Zenisha Pokhrel, 

Brielle Wright, Ranay Howell, 

Marian Davis, Amar Fambro, 

Shamareyah Farmer, 

Mariacarlota Portillo, Jamaria 

Hill, Khayden Waver, Elijah Smith, Jessica Chevez Delcid, Maria Herrera Fuentes, Alex 

Holman, Myla Roberts, Sumarika Rai, Isaiah Wallace, Naomy Primo, Jack White and 

Gianella Ugarte.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Bucket fillers for the month of February at Winton Woods Primary 

South are shown with Principal Danielle Wallace. Photo by Cindy Boehm.   

 

 Dressed in their finest, over 400 dapper gentlemen and 

delightful divas—along with their parents and 

guardians—attended Winton Woods Primary South’s 

first ever Primary Prom on Friday, February 10. “This 

was an awesome event,” said Principal Danielle 

Wallace. “Everyone enjoyed a night of music, dancing 

and cupcakes, and there were many requests to make 

this an annual event.”   

The prom was sponsored by the Winton Woods 

Community PTA. Co-planners were kindergarten 

teacher Courtney Hickey and classroom assistant 

Christy Diercks.  

PHOTO CAPTION:  Brother and sister Kamrin and 

Aireez Donaldson pose for a photo at Winton Woods 

Primary South’s first Primary Prom. Photo by 

Courtney Hickey.  

 

 



 

 

 

UPCOMING DISTRICT EVENTS  

(Please check our website, www.wintonwoods.org, for building-specific events.) 

 

3/9 6:30 -8:00 PM 
 

WWHS 
 

College/Career Fair (Fair and break-out sessions) 

3/10   THIRD QUARTER ENDS 

3/13 4:00 PM 
6:30 PM 

BOARD OFFICE 
WWIS 

Board of Education Work Session  
WWC PTA General Meeting 

3/17   Report Card Distribution 

3/18 1 – 4:00 PM WWHS Fine Arts Fair 

3/20 6:30 PM BOARD OFFICE Board of Education Monthly Meeting 

3/22 5:30-8:00 PM FREEDOM CENTER National Underground Freedom Center and WWCS Present Project 
Exhibition/Gallery Walk 

3/27 – 31   SPRING BREAK/NO SCHOOL 

4/3 All DAY  Professional Day/No Students 

 

  

Winton Woods Today is brought to you by: Gina Burnett, designer; Teresa Cleary, writer and 

photographer.  
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